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Who is  eligible for accommodations?

Students with Disabilities 

(SWD) with an active IEP

 504 plan

 Limited English Proficient (LEP)
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STUDENT PARTICIPATION IN ASSESSMENTS

The participation of students with disabilities 

in assessments is required by the 

following federal and state laws:

 reauthorization of the Elementary and 

Secondary Education Act (ESEA)

 Individuals with Disabilities Education 

Improvement Act of 2004 (IDEA)

 State Laws
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Accommodations Defined

 Accommodations are practices and procedures in the areas 

of presentation, response, setting, and timing/scheduling 

that provide equitable instructional and assessment access 

for all eligible students. 

 Accommodations reduce or eliminate the effects of a 

student’s disability and do not reduce learning expectations.
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ACCOMMODATIONS  vs. MODIFICATIONS

MODIFICATIONS-

 practices that change, lower, or reduce 

learning expectations

 may change the underlying construct of an 

assessment
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ACCOMMODATIONS  vs. MODIFICATIONS

1. requiring a student to learn less material (e.g., fewer objectives, shorter 

units or lessons, fewer pages or problems),

2. allowing student to dictate their written response to a   computer that 

will type out what is said.

3. uses a talking calculator to figure out math problem

4. reducing assignments and assessments so a student only needs to 

complete the easiest problems or items,

5. revising assignments or assessments to make them easier (e.g., crossing 

out half of the response choices on a multiple-choice test so that a student 

only has to pick from two options instead of four), 

6. giving a student hints or clues to correct responses on assignments and 

tests.

7. using a magnifying sheet to read assessment items.

ACC.       MOD.
ACC        MOD



Connecticut SDE

7

ACCOMMODATIONS  vs. MODIFICATIONS

1. requiring a student to learn less material (e.g., fewer objectives, shorter 

units or lessons, fewer pages or problems),

2. allowing student to dictate their written response to a   computer that 

will type out what is said.

3. uses a talking calculator to figure out math problem

4. reducing assignments and assessments so a student only needs to 

complete the easiest problems or items,

5. revising assignments or assessments to make them easier (e.g., crossing 

out half of the response choices on a multiple-choice test so that a student 

only has to pick from two options instead of four), 

6. giving a student hints or clues to correct responses on assignments and 

tests.

7. using a magnifying sheet to read assessment items.

ACC.       MOD.
ACC        MOD



Connecticut SDE

8

Step 1
Expect all students to achieve grade level 

academic content standards
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3 CONDITIONS FOR HIGH EXPECTATIONS

1. Qualified teachers

2.   Appropriate IEPs 

or 504 plans

3.  Accommodations
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EQUAL ACCESS TO GRADE LEVEL CONTENT

 Remember that equal access to grade level 

content is the goal

 Every IEP team member must be familiar with 

state and district content standards and where to 

locate standards and updates

 Collaboration between general and special 

educators is a key component for student 

success
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Step 2
Learn about accommodations for instruction and 

assessment
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ACCOMMODATIONS APPLICATIONS

Content Standards
Based Instruction

Statewide Assessments

Classroom Assessments District Assessments

Accommodations
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What accommodations are 
currently used for instruction 

and for assessment?

What are the results when 
accommodations are used 

and not used?

What is the perception of 
how well the 

accommodations worked? 

Decide if student should:

1. Continue using an   
accommodation  “as is”  or

2. Use an accommodation with 
changes  or

3. Discontinue an 
accommodation

Match the 
accommodations to the 

student’s needs.

Provide opportunities to 
learn how to use each 

accommodation in 
classroom setting.

Accommodations Cycle
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Considerations When Making Decision for Instructional Accommodations
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Considerations When Making Decisions Regarding Accommodations for ASSESSMENT
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Allowable Supports

 Highlighter 

Bureau of Student Assessment

 Graph Paper  

 Magnification Sheet 

 Color- Overlay

 Reading Guide Strip

Once upon a time…
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ACCOMMODATIONS CATEGORIES

Presentation Accommodations
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Presentation Accommodations 

a. Braille, Large Print and Closed-circuit TV 

 available for students who are blind or visually impaired. 

 ordered by completing the CMT/ CAPT Accommodations Form 

on the CAPT/CMT Accommodations Data Collection Web site 

before testing

 (MIST) Application allows for magnification on a computer 

screen.
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Presentation Accommodations 

b. Sign Language For Test Items (Including 
Directions) by Qualified Staff 

 administered individually. 

 Sign language for Test Items (Including Direction) by Qualified 
Staff does not include the passages or questions in the 
reading tests. 

 a sign language interpreter may assist in test administration 
by giving directions and clarifying information as allowed in the 
CMT/CAPT or CMT/CAPT MAS Test Examiner’s Manual. 
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Presentation Accommodations 

c. Text Read for Test Items (Including  Directions) on MIST 

Application

 provided as an online text reader on MIST

 test items/answer choices  are read to student this also 

includes direction

 Students will need headphone
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TEXT READER FOR TEST ITEMS on MIST APPLICATION Accommodation 
CMT/CAPT Census & MAS 

TEST
CMT CMT MAS CAPT CAPT MAS

Test Items Read Test Items Read

Mathematics (MA) Yes Yes Yes Yes

Degrees of Reading Power® 
(DRP®)

Reading Comprehension (RC)

Response to Literature (RL)

Reading for Information (RI

Direct Assessment of Writing 
(DAW)

Interdisciplinary Writing (IW) Yes

Editing & Revising (ER) Yes Yes

Science (SC) Yes Yes
Supplemental
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Presentation Accommodations 

c. Reader for Test Items (Including Directions) by Certified 

Staff ONLY

 ONLY for students unable to use the Text Reader function on 

the MIST application or whose disability precludes them from 

being assessed using the MIST application

 test items/answer choices  are individually read to student 

including direction by a certified staff person in a separate 

setting 
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ACCOMMODATIONS CATEGORIES

Response Accommodations 
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Response Accommodations

a. Circle Answers in Test Booklet (Multiple-choice Items Only) 

 circle multiple-choice answers in their test booklet avoiding 

making marks in the bubble area on CMT test booklets.

 test examiner fills in bubbles in the student’s test/answer 

booklet after the student completes the test
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Response Accommodations

b. Braille Responses 

 blind students record their responses using Braille 

 teachers must completely transcribe the Braille responses 

including all multiple-choice and grid-in responses into written 

English into the student’s regular test booklet prior to submitting 

the documents. 
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Response Accommodations

c. Large Print Responses 

 respond to multiple choice and grid-in items in large print test booklet. 

Teacher must transcribe all multiple-choice and grid-in responses into the 

student’s regular test booklet.

 may respond to open-ended items in their large print test booklet. Teacher 

must NOT transcribe from large print booklet to regular test booklet

 may not dictate their responses to open-ended or extended response items
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Response Accommodations
d. Computer Response on MIST Application

 may use a word processor (without using spell check or grammar check 

capabilities) to complete open-ended or extended response items

 provided through the MIST Application except for CAPT mathematics

 for word processor for CAPT Mathematics, refer to the CAPT District Test 

Coordinator’s Manual or the CAPT Test Examiner’s Manual for information 

about the proper format and return of word processor responses. 



Connecticut SDE

28

COMPUTER RESPONSE ACCOMMODATION - Provided on MIST Application

*Student will use word processor software on their computer without spell and grammar check, see DTC 
manual for details

TEST CMT CMT MAS CAPT CAPT MAS

Mathematics (MA) Yes Yes No* Yes

Degree of Reading Power® (DRP®) Yes Yes

Reading Comprehension (RC) Yes Yes

Response to Literature (RL) Yes Yes

Reading for Information (RI) Yes Yes

Editing & Revising (ER) Yes Yes

Direct Assessment of Writing (DAW) Yes

Interdisciplinary Writing (IW) Yes

Science (SC) Yes Yes

Supplemental No* No*
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Response Accommodations

e. Bubblers (for Test Booklet Only)

 bubble student verbal or nonverbal (pointing, gesturing) responses during 

testing to multiple-choice and grid-in items only. 

 must be administered in an alternate test setting. 

 Students may not dictate their responses to open-ended or extended 

response items.

BUBBLER ACCOMMODATION*
Test booklet only

CMT CAPT

Multiple-choice/grid-in items Yes Yes
Open-ended/Extended 
response No No
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Response Accommodations

f. Voice-recognition Software, Dragon Dictate or Others

 voice-recognition software for multiple choices, open-ended items 

and for  extended responses

 students with disabilities who use voice recognition software for 

classroom activities and assessments may use voice recognition 

software on the Connecticut statewide assessments

 student MUST have voice-recognition software installed on their 

computer to use their voice-recognition software while on MIST.
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Response Accommodations

g. Sign Language Response to Multiple-Choice or Grid In 

Items

 deaf or hard of hearing students, who require a sign language interpreter for 

purposes of test administration

 may sign their responses to multiple-choice and grid-in items only. School 

personnel may bubble student signed responses to multiple-choice or grid-

in items only. may not sign answers to open-ended or extended response 

items

 must be administered in an alternate setting. 
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Response Accommodations

h. Respond in Test Booklet for MAS
• CMT /CAPT MAS reading and mathematics tests are completed on MIST

• due to characteristics of a student’s disability, may not be capable of 

accessing the test on a computer

• test booklet for MAS Reading and/or Mathematics to administer, 

respond and submit 
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Response Accommodations

i. Request a MAS Test Booklet for reference ONLY. 

Responses on MIST Application

•request a test booklet for MAS Reading and/or Mathematics for 

reference while responding on the MIST application online. 

•test booklet is not submitted for scoring it is critical that student 

transfer any responses on MIST
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OTHER ACCOMMODATIONS CATEGORIES
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Other Accommodations

a. Time extensions
 time may be extended for as long as necessary provided the student does not 

suffer from fatigue and the test session is not carried over to another day

 benchmark for time extensions is one and a half times the standard testing 

period for a specific subtest

 must be tested separately from those students tested under standard time 

limits

 acceptable to plan breaks within one sitting of the test administration or to 

spread out test activities over several sittings in one day

 it is permissible to test at a time that is most beneficial to the student
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b. Talking Calculators/Abacus (Only for Students who are Blind or 

Visually Impaired)

 blind or visually impaired may use talking calculators or an abacus 

 subtests where computation skills are being assessed, calculators may not 

be used, even as an accommodation. 

 these students must be tested separately from other students unless they 

use a talking calculator with headphone 

 use of personal cell phones, digital assistants (PDAs), such as the Palm 

Pilot, is not permitted.

Other Accommodations
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c. Adaptive furniture/lighting/amplification

 adaptive or special furniture  (e.g., special tables, corner chairs, 
slant boards, etc.). 

 some communication devices may alter the presentation or 
response mode of the test.

 call the Student Assessment Office at (860) 713-6855 or (860) 
713-6837. 

 special lighting, amplification or noise-buffering devices

Other Accommodations
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Step 3
Select accommodations for

instruction 

• assessment

assessment
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Accommodations Available for                 

Statewide Assessment:

• All assessment including supplemental

• Must be in IEP, 504 plan or ELL Annual 

review

• Made available for CSDE to review.
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CMT/CAPT Accommodation Forms
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Bureau of Student Assessment
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ELL Specific Accommodations
 Time extension

 Text Reader for Test Items (Including Directions) on MIST 

Application        Not available for Reading Tests

 Reader for Test Items in English (Including Directions) by 

Certified Staff ONLY   Not available for Reading Tests

 Native Language Reader Directions Only (Certified Staff or 

Non Certified Staff)

 Word to Word Dictionary

Bureau of Student Assessment
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Measurement Incorporated Secure Testing (MIST)

1. Access to a computer with 

an internet connection.

2. MIST launcher installed. 

3. Students who are pre-identified for this 

accommodation on the CAPT/CMT 

Accommodations Data Collection Web site  

will be listed on the MIST roster. New 

students may be added at the time of 

testing.
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CMT CMT MAS

Subject
Computer 

Response/Typed 
Response Only

Text Reader 
for Test Items 

(Including 
Directions )

Requires 
submission on 

MIST

Computer 
Response/Typed 
Response Only

Text Reader for 
Test Items 
(Including 

Directions )

Requires 
submission on 

MIST

Mathematics 
(MA)

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Degree of Reading 
Power® (DRP®)

Yes Yes Yes Yes

Reading 
Comprehension 

(RC)
Yes Yes Yes Yes

Direct Assessment 
of Writing (DAW)

Yes Yes

Editing & Revising 
(ER)

Yes Yes Yes

Science (SC) Yes Yes Yes

Supplemental No No No

Replacement No No No

2012 CMT Test Accommodations Provided by the MIST Application
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2012 CAPT Test Accommodations Provided by the MIST Application

CAPT CAPT MAS

Subject
Computer 

Response/Typed 
Response Only

Text Reader for 
Test Items 
(Including 

Directions )

Requires 
submission on 

MIST

Computer 
Response/Typed 
Response Only

Text Reader for 
Test Items 
(Including 

Directions )

Requires 
submission on 

MIST

Mathematics (MA) No Yes No Yes Yes Yes

Response to 

Literature (RL)
Yes Yes Yes Yes

Reading for 
Information (RI)

Yes Yes Yes Yes

Interdisciplinary 
Writing (IW)

Yes Yes Yes

Editing & Revising 
(ER)

Yes Yes Yes

Science (SC) Yes Yes Yes

Supplemental No No No

Replacement No No No
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Step 4

Administer accommodations 

during instruction and 

assessment
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http://www.sde.ct.gov

http://www.sde.ct.gov/
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Bureau of Student Assessment
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Considerations When Providing Accommodation

 Coordinating the Logistics

 Preparation Prior to Assessment

 Follow Though During and After Assessment

 Ensuring Standardization

 Ensuring Ethical Testing Practices

 Maintaining Test Security

Bureau of Student Assessment
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Special Considerations

1. Students Who are Present but Do Not Take 

the Test

2. Reluctant Students

3. Students Who Become Agitated or Disruptive

4. Students Experiencing a Medical Emergency

5. Special Accommodations

6. Accommodation Provision Error

Bureau of Student Assessment
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 May be any student in the school

 Student reaches a point in which they refuse to be 

tested

 Test examiner indicates test session was “Left Blank” 

on the back cover of the test booklet/answer 

document

 Student should not be administered a make-up test

Bureau of Student Assessment

Students Who Are Present but Do Not Take the Test
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Reluctant Students
 May be any student in the school

 Begins test and then becomes impatient or 

frustrated, but does not disturb other students

 Student to remain in the test setting with testing 

materials until the end of the session. 

Bureau of Student Assessment
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Students Who Become Agitated or Disruptive

 Student becomes emotionally agitated 

and/or disruptive

 If student cannot continue, collect the test 

materials and remove student

 Determine if student answered any 

questions

Bureau of Student Assessment
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Students Experiencing a Medical Emergency

 District test coordinators must call the 

Student Assessment Office at 860-

713-6855 or 860-713-6837 regarding 

potential emergency medical 

exemptions.

Bureau of Student Assessment
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Special Accommodations

 In exceptional circumstances a student whose 

disabilities are such that the allowable 

accommodations will be insufficient to provide 

access to the standard CMT/CAPT or the 

CMT/CAPT MAS

 The district test coordinator must contact the 

Student Assessment Office at 860-713-6855 or 

860-713-6837 before the testing window begins 

for guidance

Bureau of Student Assessment
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Accommodation Provision Error

 Student did not receive their IEP 

mandated accommodation or received an 

accommodation in error, the district test 

coordinator (DTC) must be informed 

immediately. 

 The DTC must then call the student 

assessment office immediately

Bureau of Student Assessment
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Practice Site

https://mist.measinc.com/Proctor/practice

https://mist.measinc.com/Proctor/practice
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Bureau of Student Assessment

2011-2012 CAPT/CMT ACCOMMODATIONS DATA COLLECTION DATES
DATE TASK

October 17, 2011 Monday
Begin Entering Student Accommodations and Learner Characteristics 
Inventories on CAPT/CMT Accommodations Data Collection Web site

November 30, 2011 Wednesday
Last Day to Confirm Large Print and Braille Rosters for Printing available on 

MI Web Portal

December 2, 2011 Friday

Final collection of CAPT/CMT MAS from CAPT /CMT Accommodations 
data Collection Web site for printing of test booklets form shipping  (test 

booklets for response and for reference)

January 9, 2012 Monday
First Collection for MIST Rosters from CAPT/CMT Accommodations Data 

Collection Web site

January 16, 2012 Monday First MIST Rosters Available on MIST Proctor Site 

February 13, 2012 Monday
Final Collection for MIST Rosters from CAPT/CMT Accommodations Data 

Collection Web site 

February 17, 2012 Friday
Last day to identify Skills Checklist students

on CAPT/CMT Accommodations Data Collection     Web site

February 20, 2012 Monday Final MIST Rosters Available on     MIST Proctor Site



Connecticut SDE

68

Joseph Amenta

(860) 713-6855  

(Joseph.Amenta@ct.gov )

or

Janet Stuck

(860) 713-6837

(Janet.Stuck@ct.gov)

CONTACT  INFORMATION

mailto:Joseph.Amenta@ct.gov
mailto:Janet.Stuck@ct.gov

